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SUBJECT: "OPTIONS" CONFERENCE CONTINUES DIALOGUE ON NATIONAL UNITY 

1 . THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO HOSTED ADOPTIONS" CONFERENCE 
TN THE FUTURE OF CANADIAN FEDERATION OCTOBER 14 AND 15,1977. 

ATTRACTING MORE THAN 200 PARTICIPANTS FROM AROUND CANADA. ON 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO CAMPUS AT THE SAME TIME, A CANADIAN 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS' SYMPOSIUM "ALTERNATIVES CANADA", WAS ALSO 
HELD ON THE NATIONAL UNITY THEME. WHILE BOTH CONFERENCES 
RECEIVED FAIRLY COMPREHENSIVE MEDIA COVERAGE. THE SUM RESULT 
OF BOTH SEEMED TO BE THE CONTINUATION OF THE DIALOGUE ON 
NATIONAL UNITY WITHOUT RESOLUTION TO ANY DEGREE OF WHAT THE 
TERM "NATIONAL UNITY" SIGNIFIES. 

2. IN ITS LEAD EDITORIAL OCTOBER 17, THE TORONTO STAR HELD THAT 
THE UNIVERSITY'S CONFERENCE UNDERLINED HOW READY 
CANADIANS ARE TO MAKE CHANGES TO HOLD THEIR 

COUNTRY TOGETHER. IN "DEFINING THE CANADA WE WANT", 

THE STAR WROTE THAT THE MANY CONFERENCES ON NATIONAL UNITY 
"PRODUCE A REPETITION OF THE SAME BELIEFS AND DIFFERENCES", 

BUT BY THE INTEREST SHOWN IN THEM EVIDENCE THAT CANADIANS 
"REALLY WANT A DIALOGUE ON HOW BEST TO SAVE THEIR COUNTRY." 
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THE STAR IS CONVINCED THAT FROM THESE CONFERENCES A CLEAR IDEA 
OF THE KIND OF SOCIETY CANADIANS WOULD LIKE WILL EMERGE, 

LEADING TO EVENTUAL MOVEMENT "TOWARDS CONSENSUS AND REFORM". 

THE STAR HELD HOWEVER THAT THE RIGHT KIND OF LEADERSHIP MUST 
PROVIDE CONCILIATION AND COMPROMISE RATHER THAN CONFRONTATION 
AND FROM THIS CANADA COULD EMERGE "A MUCH STRONGER AND 
HAPPIER COUNTRY. IF IT DOES IT WILL BE BECAUSE SO MANY CANADIANS 
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HAVE TAKEN PART IN DETERMINING THEIR COUNTRY'S FUTURE." 

3. COMMENT- THE CONFERENCE TRAIL ON NATIONAL UNITY IS 
MARKED IN TORONTO ALMOST WEEKLY BY MAJOR AND MINOR OFFICIAL 
AND PRIVATE MEETINGS ON THE SUBJECT. THUS FAR THE PRIME RESULTS 
SEEM TO HAVE BEEN IDENTIFICATION OF THE MANY PROBLEMS 
CONFRONTING CONFEDERATION AND INDICATIONS OF THE 
CONCESSIONS AND ATTITUDINAL CHANGES THAT WILL BE NECESSARY 
TO PROVIDE FOR THE AGREEMENT SOUGHT BY THE CONFEREES. 
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